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Tree Lighting & Musical 

Performance   
By: Elia Martinez-Reilly  

The tree lighting ceremony was a fun and exciting event that 
took place at Framingham’s City Hall. People from all over 
the city came to see the huge tree lit up for the first time. But 
that wasn't the only reason they came. Fifth Grade band 
students from all Framingham schools performed as part of a 
city wide band. They performed the songs: “Good King 
Wenceslas,” “Dreidel, Dreidel”, and “Jolly Old St. Nick.” 
Eight Potter Road School students were chosen to play. The 
students were Isabelle Damasceno, Anna Heloisa De Souza, 
Katie Wang, Zac Johnson, Seamus Manning,  
Elia Martinez-Reilly, Victoria Santos, and Nick Meterparel. 
They all did an amazing job and the tree lighting ceremony 
was a big success. I am sure everybody is looking forward to 
being there again next year.  

❄The Winter Solstice ❄ 

By Samuel Rivadalves 

The Winter Solstice is the longest night of the year. The 
cause of this is because of the slight tilt on the earth's axis. 
The Winter Solstice is caused by the fact that the northern 
hemisphere (the north part of the world) is farther away from 
the sun on this day. So it is really dark. The Winter Solstice 
occurs on the 21st of December, BUT not all Winter Solstice 
celebrations are on the same day around the world. The word 
´Solstice´ originated from a Latin word which means, ´sun 
stands still´ because it seemed that the sun was slowing down 
because of the nights getting longer. Another name for the 
Winter Solstice is Midwinter! I hope this article made it ;very 
clear what the Winter Solstice is and some of its attributes! 

 

 
Mayor Spicer introduced the grade 5 band 

 

Book Fair was Here!  

By Esther Saar and Anabelle Castoreno 
Did your class go to the book fair? What did you buy? Did 
you buy Dogman or The Creator? All that money that you 
spent went to our school and Scholastic.Potter Road made a 
total of $2500. There was so many different books. It was so 
hard to choose. There were fun supplies too  like pencils and 
gummy bear highlighters. “I thought that the book fair was 
interesting and really cool because a lot of kids get inspired 
to read more.” says fifth graders Victoria Santos. Esther Saar 
said, “I think that the book fair is great because kids can 
choose books that they enjoy and maybe don’t  
have in their class..” What did you think about the book 
fair? 

 



 

Family Reading Night    
By Jack Slavin  

Family Reading Night was held on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2018 during Book Fair Week. At family reading 
night, families got to look at books at the book fair. It was 
also an potluck that means people brought in food for us to 
eat. There were desserts that were sold but what is the money 
being used for? The money that you spent on desserts was 
put towards the fifth grade year books. We asked Victoria 
what she thought She liked that all the kids were playing 
games. She met old friends and teachers. She said “it was like 
an warm christmas time.” Others talked about the hot 
chocolate saying that it was really good. Some talked about 
the good food.  
 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 

December was the theme of respect. Teachers gave 
Purple Panthers Paws. Classes learned ways to show 
respect. Fifth graders wrote essays about respect. 
Younger grades drew pictures and made posters.  
 

Happy New Year!  
2019 is HERE! 

My New Year’s Celebration in NYC 
by Jon Bica 

It’s 11:59 pm on December 31, 2018. The ball in New York 
City in Times Square is very close to the bottom. Everyone is 
holding some kind of champagne. Even kids get to hold apple 
cider. A lot of people are holding hands, some with New 
Year's resolutions on their heads. Ding, ding, ding  it's 12:00 
am! BANG! SMASH! Woohoo it's 2019!! A new year! 
Everybody starts drinking champagne and screaming “2019!” 
The outside celebration for the kids only lasts for about 30 
minutes before they go to their hotel room and fall asleep. 
The parents stay and party for a few hours. A person once 
told me that he would stay up till 6:00 am and would sleep 
till 3:00 pm the next day. I wonder if it’s true? 
 

 

 

. 
Welcome Mrs. Alden   

By Victoria Santos, Ronan Baerg & Jon Bica  
 
Mrs. Alden is the newest fourth grade teacher at Potter Road 
School. We wanted to interview Mrs. Alden and learn more 
about her. We asked her some questions like “What inspired 
you to teach?” She said, “I loved to learn and go to school. I 
always wanted to be a teacher.” She loves her new classroom 
and her students. Mrs. Alden was a teacher before Potter 
Road.  
 
We asked some more questions about what Mrs. Alden likes. 
Her favorite activity to do is to go hiking. She likes being 
outside. She said she would like to learn how to play soccer. 
Her favorite food is macaroni and cheese. Her favorite book 
is actually the Harry Potter series and her favorite club is 
drama club.  
  
Mrs. Alden said if she could have any superpower in the 
world,  it would be to make kids feel better and if people 
were injured, she could heal them. Mrs. Alden said that if she 
was not a teacher she would either be a park ranger or a 
librarian. That’s pretty cool. What she enjoys most is being 
outside and playing with her own kids, who don’t even go to 
school yet. It was fun getting to meet Mrs. Alden.

 

 

 



 

SCIENCE CORNER 

The Museum of Science 
Visits the 4th Grade 

By Ana Luiza Rivadalves 
The Museum of Science staff came to Potter Road in 
December to teach the fourth graders about animals. 
Their staff brought live animals to the gym. The lives 
animals they brought were a box turtle, a chameleon and 
a ferret. They talked about each animal’s adaptations. 
Next, the fourth graders looked at skulls of animals such 
as an eagle and a raccoon and observed them. We had to 
look at their teeth and decide if it was a meat eater or a 
vegetable eater. Then the staff put a picture of the 
animals that went with the skulls. What I will remember 
most about this program was that the ferret was very 
cute. 

 

Engineering 

 Club 

By Mahdi Tajdi and Jon Bica 

 
Engineering Club is run by fifth grade teachers Mr. 
Weinstein and Ms. Cushman. Engineering Club is 
basically just a club where you design different 
structures to solve problems. So far, we have built 
buildings of uncooked spaghetti and tiny marshmallows. 
We also built cannons that launch marshmallows, and 
the third week, we made sailboats. Something that 
Mr.Weinstein said while we were interviewing him is, 
“Something that I am excited about is that we have all 
new students that have never done the club before. Most 
of their ideas are new and unique. 

 
💭?Did you know?💭 

By Jack Slavin 
Did you know that you can make things happen to yourself 
that are not really happening? It’s true. You might think that 
when you’re eating fruit loops each color has its own flavor, 
but you are wrong. They are all the same flavor.  It’s called 
the placebo effect.The placebo effect is when your brain is 
expecting something to happen even if it’s not really 
happening or going to happen. If you are at the doctor’s 
office because you have a really bad cold, and the doctor is 
about to give you a shot, you don’t think about the medicine 
going into your body. You just try to stay still, ready for the 
needle.  On the car ride home, your cold seems to be gone, 
looks like the the shot worked. But did it really? Your mind 
thinks that your cold will go away, so your brain kills the 
cold by itself. This article does not go too deeply into the 
placebo effect but now you may know more about the 
placebo effect.  It’s strange but true.   

 

 

The Robotics Club 
By Ronan Baerg and Victoria Santos  

  
The Robotics club meets every monday. In Robotics we first 
had to build our base robots and to construct it, we all have to 
work together. The process is taking long just for the base 
robot but then we had to build the clawbot. We had to look at 
the challenges that we had to do and how to do it. Right now 
we are building the clawbot and when we think we are done 
we still have much more to do. Every piece we have is so 
important that if we don't have just one tiny piece we can't 
build it. The Process has been hard and we still have a lot 
more to go but i hope it is worth it. We will be going to a 
competition on April 7th. Each group has one parent running 
the group and each group has four or five kids and all work 
together. Each kid gets a chance to do something and I think 
it is super fun. If you are a fourth or fifth of robotics club I 
recommend you to join it next year.  
 
 
 

 



 

  Patriots Fever at Potter Road  

By Esther Saar and Anabelle Castoreno 

Potter Road School had a friendly bet with Red Ridge 
Elementary from Kansas City, MO. We had to wear our 
best Patriots apparel. They had to wear their Chiefs 
stuff. Did you see all the kids with red, blue or white 
hair that day? Even teachers dyed their hair, like 
Mrs.Langmeyer who had red hair. Kids and teachers 
really showed their Patriot spirit with jerseys and hats 
and much more. Did you show your Patriot spirit? This 
was Mr.Wolpe’s genius idea. He was wearing his 
Patriots jersey and had his hair dyed blue. 

 

We got this Red Ridge Elementary! 

 

        SUPER BOWL WINNERS AGAIN! 
BREAKING NEWS!!!!! The New England 
Patriots beat the LA Rams 13 - 3 to win the Super Bowl 
on February 3, 2019. They’ve tied the record for 6 
Super Bowl rings with the Pittsburgh Steelers. But they 
have the best record of 6 wins out of 9 times getting to 
the Super Bowl.      Now that’s history folks! 

 
 

    
 

 
Potter Displays their Patriot Pride Jan. 21, 2019 
Patriots Prevail over KC!  
The New England Patriots are heading to another  super 
bowl ring on Sunday, February 3, 2019.  The playoff 
game against Kansas City was so intense for fans on 
both sides. Just when Pats fans thought we had it, the 
Kansas City Chiefs tied the score with seconds to go. 
The game went to overtime. The Patriots called HEADS 
and won the historic coin toss. That chance flip of a coin 
was all Tom Brady needed to lead the Patriots to a fast 
touchdown to win the game, 37-31!  Red Ridge 
Elementary School in KC had to wear Patriot colors on 
Tuesday, January 22nd.  Glad it wasn’t us:) 

 
 

 



 

World Read Aloud Day 

  
Stories Came to Life 

  
February 1, 2019 

 

World Read Aloud Day was celebrated throughout 
Potter Road School on Friday, February 1, 2019. 
Teachers dressed as characters in stories. Mystery 
readers including Nurse A, Ms. Coates, Principal Wolpe 
and retired principal Ms. Del Prete visited classrooms. 
Mrs. Hoehlein and Mrs. Alden swapped classes for a 
read aloud story. Thank you to Mrs. Feingold for 
planning this spectacular reading extravaganza! 
 

   
 

Souprrr Bowl 
Does not Disappoint 

 

Mrs. Moriarity’s delicious tortilla soup took first prize 
this year in a close competition. Thanks to Nurse A for 
another fantastic “souper duper day!” 

 



 

The Poet’s Corner 
 

Warm 
By Mahdi Tajdi 

 

Say warm, and I’m warm in bed 
 While my mom is out looking for prey. 

Crunch, crunch  
I hear a “predator” walking near 
 my cozy den. I ready for battle. 

 Luckily my mom arrives at the perfect time 
 She growls and snarls.  
Bares her sharp teeth.  

The human bolts off in fright 
My mom shakes the snow from 

 her wintry white fur 
 Holding a woodpecker in her mouth, 

She drops it as if it’s a Christmas present  
We have a great feast. 

 
I Made a Snowman  

by Jack Slavin 
 

I made a snowman. 
   I think he needs some sun.  

He has snow for a brain. 
But when it rains 

he’ll be nothing but slush. 
And I’ll be inside with no rush  

 
 

Winter Winter 
Winter winter it is here 
Winter winter very cold 

Winter winter snow snow snow 
Winter winter fireplace 

 
                   By Anna Luiza Rivadalves 

Words of Winter 
 

⛸   Skating ⛸  
By: Elia Martinez-Reilly 

 
Say skating and I'm on the ice 

LIke an eagle, I soar 
Gracefully I glide 

Three Turn, Spiral  
The blades slice through the ice 
But then, the dreaded Mohawk 

I trip 
I slip 

My legs are twisted in a knot 
On the ground 

Feeling frustrated 
I get up again 

 dust myself off 
Just another day on the ice 

 

 
 

Winter, oh Winter 
By Samuel.M.Rivadalves 

 
Winter, oh winter how cold are you? 

I stay in my den and talk to the squirrels. 
When spring comes, what do you do? 

Do you hide behind the sun?  
Or do you go home too? 

We deer and doe do not like you. 
But when you’re gone, I’ll miss you too. 
And when you come back, I will rejoice! 

I have to, I have no choice. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Marshmallow Joy     
 
Say “Marshmallow 
And I taste your goodness 
Marshmallow sweet 
Marshmallow squishy 
Marshmallow cute 
Marshmallow amazing 
Marshmallow craving 
Marshmallow me 

                       By Ana Rivadalves 
 

The Lost Glove 
Oh my perfect glove 
I thought I put you in the closet 
But I can’t seem to find you. 
Glove, you kept my hands warm in the freezing 
Cold. Oh you are so comfortable, so cozy 
On my  so very small hands. 
Purple glove, where could you be? 
I’m lonely without you my friend 

 
  
 By Esther Saar, Lucas Gomes & Mrs. Hoehlein 

 

 

 
Winter 
Winter winter, why so cold?  
Winter winter, why so bold? 
When I see the snow falling,  
I slip on my jacket and head out the door.  
My boots crunch on the thin layer 
of snow, glistening in the sunlight  
I trudge to the side of my house 
And there it is, my hatchet! 
Chop, chop, chop. The work is done.  
I carry the wood through the door 
Inside my house, I start a fire  
Warm warm  
Winter, youŕe OK  
 
                                                  By Jon Bica 
 
 

Ice 
Ice, Ice Is Slippery 

Ice, Ice Is Freezing Water 
Ice, Ice is Very Cold 

Ice, Ice is Falling Down 
Drip, Drip 

Drip 

 
                                By Ana Luiza Rivadalves 
 
 

 

 



 

😕Wait! What? 😕 
By: Elia Martinez-Reilly & Anabelle Castorino  

 
Congratulations! You are reading the 2nd edition of 
Wait! What? In this second edition we’re here to talk 
about The Great Molasses Flood of 1919. There have 
been many floods with devastating effects in history but 
none quite like The Great Molasses Flood of 1919. You 
may have heard of hurricanes and tsunamis, where 
water destroys everything in its path. A hundred years 
ago this month, a huge tank holding more than 2 million 
gallons of molasses stood in Boston's North End. 
Molasses is a dark brown, gooey, heavy liquid. The 
people who lived in the North End did not like looking 
at that enormous, ugly metal tank, but they had no idea 
how much trouble it would cause them. The tank was 
poorly made and could not support the weight of that 
much molasses. On January 15, 1919, the tank cracked 
and burst open. Millions of gallons of molasses gushed 
out like a tsunami. It was one of the worst floods ever 
seen. Only there was no water, just waves and waves of 
molasses pouring through the streets. The flood killed 
twenty-one people and injured many more. Buildings 
were destroyed. Train tracks collapsed. Everyone was 
terrified.The company that made the unsafe tank was 
fined $628,000 in damages and had to give $7,000.00 to 
every family of a victim. The disaster was eventually 
cleaned up using salt water from Boston harbor and 
sand. We should all remember this bizarre and 
devastating tragedy that happened right here in 
Massachusetts.  

 

Did You Know? 

Blackstrap molasses is healthy for you 

it contains vitamins and minerals.Such 

as iron and calcium. 

 

 

 
This Month We Remember…  . 

 

A Reflection by Mrs. Hoehlein 

On Monday, January 21st, we honored and celebrated one of 
America’s true heroes, Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. King used 
his words to persuade others to join him in shaping a society 
that judged people “not by the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character.”  

Today Dr. King’s legacy for social justice and equal 
opportunity are familiar to children across the United States 
and much of the world. That was not true on April 4, 1968, 
when I was a fifth grader at Shaw Avenue Elementary School 
in Valley Stream, NY. That night when MLK was 
assassinated, he was mostly an unknown name  to the 
students in my classroom. Even our parents didn’t understand 
how his message mattered to all Americans. 
 
Little did they know that MLK would become one of the 
most recognized, remembered and admired leaders in the 
next quarter century and onward. May his dream continue to 
serve as a beacon of hope and promise for the America we 
imagine. 
 
I say to you today, my friends, even though we face the 
difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream 
that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal."  

 
I Have a Dream speech  

August 28, 1963 

Tolerance & Acceptance 
By Mahdi Tajdi 

Tolerance & acceptance was our school theme for January. 
Tolerance means accepting people of different colors, 
religions, beliefs, practices or ideas. That is what MLK tried 
to teach through his words and actions.  

 



 

MOVIE Critic’s Corner 

by, Grade 5 

  Spider-man: Into the Spider Verse  
Spider-Man:Into the Spider Verse was amazing and the 
humor was the best. This is an animated movie. It is based on 
a comic book where all different spider-men meet from 
different dimensions and come together.Then they have to 
save the world and still be able to get back to their 
dimensions. We give it a 5 star rating. ★★★★★ 
 

  Mary Poppins Returns 
A really good sequel to “Mary Poppins” is the new movie 
Mary Poppins Returns. It’s an amazing movie with 
supercalifragilistic songs. Coming back to the big screen with 
more lessons to teach the Banks family. With a new chimney 
sweep named Jack, they try to keep James Banks’ house.  My 
favorite song from the movie is “A Cover is Not a Book.” Go 
see it if you can! 

We give it a 5 star rating. ★★★★★ 

Band Concert       
By: Samuel Rivadalves & Jon Bica   

The 5th grade band had their first concert on Wednesday, 
January 23, 2019. The band students played four songs: 
“Good King Wenceslas,” “Dreidel Dreidel,” “Jolly Old 
St. Nick” and “Jingle Bells.” Sam and I felt really happy 
with ourselves after the concert, speaking that both of us 
play the saxophone.  
 

 Looking ahead 
WINTER BREAK ~ February vacation is Monday 
February 18 - Friday February 22.  Visit the new 
Danforth Art Museum, design a futuristic building, take 
a hike in Callahan State Park or spend an afternoon 
helping a neighbor. Be safe and happy wherever you 
might be.  

Sincerely, 
Your friends from the  
Panthers on the Prowl staff 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal.” 

The Declaration of Independence, 1776, 
Thomas Jefferson  

“You must be the change you want to see in 
the world.” 

 

 
Mahatma Ghandi, India, 1913 

“The time is always right to do what is 
right.”   

 
Martin Luther King Jr., 1965 

Potter Road School   

~ The school of lifelong learners ~  
 

 


